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Synopsis: 
 

Most initiatives launched to comprehend the process of youth 
radicalization that leads to terrorist behavior had focused on security issues 
and were addressed by security services and scholars who viewed the 
radicalization phenomenon only within a counterterrorism context. If 
radicalization and terrorism research effort continues to be viewed within this 
narrow perspective, the odds are good that we are setting into motion a new 
cycle of incubation for radicalism and nullifying attempts to set efficient 
anticipatory measures. 
 

In fact, as violent extremism is triggered by a complex interplay among 
social, political, economic, and cultural factors, protecting youth from 
radicalization and violent extremism requires a multidimensional approach 
encompassing a basket of measures that include community engagement, 
development, education, strategic communications, and public-private 
partnerships, intended to reduce the appeal of and support for extremist 
groups, build moral barriers and enhance resilience against them, and 
facilitate exit from terrorist movements. 

 
With the aim of contributing to further high-level discussions on 

countering youth radicalization and as a follow-up to its previous conference 
on “Innovative Ways to Deal with Violent Extremism”, La Maison du 
Futur organizes this seminar with the cooperation of Konrad Adenauer 
Stiftung, to provide a framework for countering the radicalization of at-risk 
youth populations across regional and global communities and explore new 
ways for preventing this new trend. 
 

The event will bring together Arab, Western and Lebanese experts, to 
facilitate an exchange of good practices and lessons learned on preventing 
youth radicalization as a forefront of a broader agenda to counter violent 
extremism. 
 
 
Program: 
 
09:30 – 10:00 Arrival and registration 
10:00 – 10:15  Opening remarks  



 

 

 

 
 
10:15 – 11:45          First session: 
  

- De-radicalization: The Role of Education and Religion  
Nabil Abdel Fatah, researcher on Islamic Movements, Al Ahram Center 
for Political and Strategic Studies, Egypt 

- De-radicalization: The Role of Socio-Economic Empowerment 
   Jihad Azour, former Lebanese Minister  
- De-radicalization and the Collective Memory Formation  

Makram Rabah, a PhD candidate at Georgetown University's history 
department, and a columnist for Now Lebanon, Lebanon 

- De-radicalization and the Community Outreach and Engagement  
Lea Baroudi, political activist, certified professional mediator and 
founding member and president of civil rights NGO, ‘MARCH’, Lebanon 
 

Moderator: Andre Sleiman, KAS 
 
 
11:45 – 12:00:   Coffee break 
 
12:00 – 13:30:  Second Session: 
 
  

- De-radicalization and Online Safety for Youth and Counter-
Narratives in Media: How to empower a new generation of 
digitals citizens and harness online and media radicalization: 
Rasha Al Atrash, Managing editor, "Al Modon" online 

- De-radicalization and Human Right Awareness, Tolerance and 
Respect of Diversity and Democracy  
Ziad Majed, political researcher, teaches Middle Eastern studies at the 
American University of Paris (Via Skype) 

- De-radicalization: Empowering of the Young Generation and 
Strengthening their Capacity 
Andrew Mikhael, Consultant in political development issues and is a 
post-doctoral associate at Durham University, UK 
 

Moderator: Philippe Abou Zeid, Journalist  
 

13:30 – 13:45:  Debate and wrap-up: 
 

 Sami Nader, Director of the Levant Institute for Strategic Affairs   
(LISA), Lebanon 

 
  
13:45:    Lunch 

http://levant-institute.org/
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