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Russia in Syria 

(Synopsys) 

  Russia's activist policy in the Middle East can be viewed through  global and regional  

lenses.  Moscow has tried to put an end to the regime change policy practiced by  the US and its 

NATO allies.  The toppling of dictators (Iraq, Libya) has  resulted in chaos, waves of migration 

and the emergence of new jihadist groups. Moscow's intention  to prevent the overthrow of the 

Assad regime was not caused by its special sympathy for it. The events in Syria in case  of the 

regime's  collapse  could have had a tremendous  destructive effect on the entire region. Like in 

Libya there were very few institutions left in Syria  - the president, seriously weakened  army 

and security structures. Were  they completely  ruined under domestic and outside pressure the 

Syrian statehood would have been doomed.  

 Russian intervention  in Syria has been  a game changer. It   helped to change the balance 

of forces  and made  it possible to restart political process in Geneva. 

  Russia was ready to proceed with a new policy in the region to prove its indispensability 

as a major international player. Russian leadership was trying to overcome sanctions and was 

seeking  for   new diplomatic openings. Since there was a common enemy in the Middle East, 

namely ISIS, Russian leadership hoped that Syria would provide a chance of  creating a larger 

coalition to fight the international terrorist organizations.. While the last was never realized, the 

deconflicting has been  successfully practiced by the military and contacts on political issues 

have improved  substantially. Yet the US-Russia agreement of September 2016 was never  

realized. The US proved unable to  separate the moderate opposition groups from an-Nusra.  

   A special role played by the regional powers  who have developed ties with the fighting 

groups on the ground  contributed to the  emergence of the Astana format  closely linked to  the 

Geneva process.  

 On the ground the Russian military made a lot to secure local ceasefires, to demine 

quarters left by the  fighters in Aleppo and beyond, to  bring humanitarian aid to the population. 

The stabilization of the situation depends more than ever upon international cooperation in the 

Syrian conflict though its contours are not clear cut. 


