
1 
 

Welcoming address  

Peter Rimmele 

“The limits of ambition – External Interventions and State System in 

the Arab Middle East: Challenges, Alignments, Expectations” 

 

Fachamat al Rais Amine Gemayel, Dawlat el rais Hussein El Husseini, Ashaab 

el maali wa saada, ayouhal Haffel el karim, Sabah El Khair. 

I would like to warmly welcome you all to the two-day- conference under the 

title “The limits of ambition – External Interventions and State System in the 

Arab Middle East” in cooperation with our close partner Maison du Futur, 

with whom we just recently have been signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding, symbolic for our long term objective to cooperate. 

As the representative of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation in Lebanon it is a 

pleasure to introduce you to toadys symposium regarding such an important 

and widely discussed topic: foreign interventions and conflict resolution in 

Middle Eastern Arab states. I really hope that my welcome remarks will not 

be seen as the first foreign intervention of today. 

For us, the Konrad Adenauer Foundation in Lebanon, it is an honor to 

contribute to a symposium regarding such an important discussion.  

Our work aim is to foster conflict resolution and contribute to a secure and 

prosperous future of the countries we are working in. Within this objective it 

is of utmost importance to raise not only awareness of conflict- resolution in 

this crise- ridden region but also to raise the delicate questions, which 

western societies sometimes are not pleased to be confronted with. 

I am talking about the question which impact the policy of external 

interventions on the state system in the Arab Middle East had and still has.  

To discuss this topic, we have to go back around hundred years in time to 

the End of the Ottoman Empire.  

The secretly set Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916 – and we had discussed this 

a year ago in Maison de Futur -  between Britain and France predicted the 

fall of the Ottoman Empire and divided much of the Arab World into British 

and French 'zones of influence'. This agreement was not only designed 
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completely on the drawing- board without any Arabic knowledge but also did 

not translate into practice. The newly created borders did not correspond to 

the actual sectarian, tribal, or ethnic distinctions on the ground. It is today 

considered merely as an agreement between these two colonial powers to 

get a hand on the large oil reserves in the Middle East.  

The following 20th century the region has been facing massive turmoil.  

But let me state it clear: not every problem in the region today has its roots 

in the Sykes- Picot agreement and external interventions. We also have to 

think about more recent activities and influencing factors that affect and 

even shape the crises in the Middle East.  

The Arab World today consists of 22 states with a combined population of 

more than 422 Mio. Young people of ages 15–29 make up around 30 percent 

of the population and 60 percent of the population have not yet reached the 

age of 30.1  

Despite this great potential, the region today is facing severe economic and 

political problems: growing inequalities, high unemployment, corruption, 

little political engagement of the young people and discrimination of women 

and minorities. These factors paved the way for the 2011 uprisings in many 

countries of the Arab Middle East. The role of social media today has been 

playing its part to the connection and organization of the frustrated youth 

and brought them to the streets. 

But we have also seen that the so-called Arab spring did not lead directly to 

prosperous new state orders in the Middle Eastern and Arab countries as it 

might have been dreamed by the young protesters and many supporters in 

the western world. The outcome was as diverse as the countries of the Arab 

region are.  

The promising new democracy in Tunisia, which is still struggling with the 

above mentioned problems of a lacking economy and bleak chances for 

young people is on the one side.  

                                                           
1
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/11/29/arab-human-

development-report-2016-enabling-youth-to-shape-their-own-future-key-to-progress-on-development-and-
stability-in-arab-region-.html  [30.03.2017]. 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/11/29/arab-human-development-report-2016-enabling-youth-to-shape-their-own-future-key-to-progress-on-development-and-stability-in-arab-region-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/11/29/arab-human-development-report-2016-enabling-youth-to-shape-their-own-future-key-to-progress-on-development-and-stability-in-arab-region-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/11/29/arab-human-development-report-2016-enabling-youth-to-shape-their-own-future-key-to-progress-on-development-and-stability-in-arab-region-.html


3 
 

The six-years ongoing civil war in Syria with a death toll of already more 

than 400.000 people2 and around 5 million of people seeking refuge outside 

of Syria as well as even more than 11 million internally displaced people3 

and the rise of Islamic extremist groups like Daesh in Syria, Iraq and Libya 

are on the other side. Not to speak of the ‘forgotten’ war in Yemen which 

threats at this very moment more than 15 million people by famine.4 

The war in Syria is fed by a seemingly not ending supply of money, weapons 

and foreign fighters of several different stakeholders. With the US supporting 

rebels on the one hand and the Russian- Iranian alliance backing President 

Assad on the other hand as well as many more political and regional groups 

involved like Turkey and Kurds, there is only common ground that there will 

be no easy solution for an end of the war in Syria.  

In Yemen, the conflict between the Houthis and the government is also seen 

as part of a regional power struggle between Shia-ruled Iran and Sunni-

ruled Saudi Arabia.  

Additionally to the above mentioned war zones there is the more than 60 

years ongoing and still unsolved Israeli- Palestinian conflict.  

All these trouble spots taken into one picture we have to ask the question of 

who is to blame for the decline of the Arab countries. A region which once 

was the center of science – a region which gifted the world with the 

development of algebra – the invention of script – the science of astronomy 

– and the invention of alcohol - just to name a few.   

Is it only because of external interventions?  

Is it because foreign powers always wanted to have their piece of this region 

- so rich of natural resources- and tried to justify their actions with 

ostensible noble aspirations but actually pursuing economic goals?  

Is it because the Arab world itself is just not able to find common ground 

despite of speaking the same language? 

The problems and challenges the Arab World is facing today in its complexity 

and with so many stakeholders involved can only be solved by combined 

                                                           
2
 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/syria [30.03.2017]. 

3
 https://www.worldvision.org/refugees-news-stories/syria-refugee-crisis-war-facts [30.03.2017].  

4
 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-security-un-idUSKBN15N14Q?il=0 [30.03.2017].  

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/syria
https://www.worldvision.org/refugees-news-stories/syria-refugee-crisis-war-facts
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-security-un-idUSKBN15N14Q?il=0
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efforts by the regional and international powers. Future perspectives and 

conflict resolution for this region requires knowledge and realistic analysis.   

Let me quote Mr.Ahmad Abu Gheit, the secretary general of the Arab League 

from a speech he gave yesterday in Beirut: “We need to reformulate the 

notional state in order to protect everyone. That needs changes, but in the 

last 6 years we tried not to change”.  

I am very pleased to announce that so many high-level experts with a broad 

variety of backgrounds were following our invitation to contribute to this 

symposium and offer us their insights and knowledge on this topic of high 

complexity and disputability. I hope that your ideas can help the states to do 

the necessary changes.  

Again, I would like to extend my utmost gratitude for all guests joining us 

today. 

Thank you very much and I am looking forward to a fruitful discussion. 


