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Alignments, Expectations 
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17 – 18 May, 2017 
 

AGENDA 

 

09:00 – 09:30  Arrival and registration 

09:30 – 9:45 Welcoming address by Peter Rimmele, Representative of the Konrad-

Adenauer-Stiftung 

 

Wednesday, May 17
th

 

Opening Session: The Arab Middle East in a World with a New Leadership: New Map or 

New Mindset  

Moderator: Hassan Mneimneh, Scholar at Middle East Institute and Principal at Middle 

East Alternatives, Washington DC 
 

A recurring narrative dominates the conversation about much of the Arab region — one of a new 

political geography in which some existing states would be partitioned and others cease to exist. 

Should the debate instead be one about a new mindset, rather than new borders? Decades after 

the decline of the nationalist discourse of Arab unity, the region continues to lack a non-factional 

proposition of integration or coexistence. Adding to the uncertainty is the emergence of a new 

style of leadership at the seat of global power. Will the new order be a further impediment or an 

unexpected facilitator? 

 

 

9:45–11:00  President Amine Gemayel 

Powell Moore, Former Official in the United States Department of State 

and the United States Department of Defense  

Joseph Mayla, Professor of International relations at ESSEC, former 

Chancellor of Université Catholique de Paris 

 

Discussion 

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee break 

 

 

  First Session: Post-Treaty Iran: Green Light or Containment? 

Moderator: Sami Aoun, Professor at Sherbrooke University, Quebec-Canada 

 

What are the implications of the Joint Plan of Action (JPoA) concluded by the P5+1 with Iran? 

Does this agreement constitute a paradigm shift in the recognition of Iran’s role in the region? 

Since its 1979 revolution, Iran has been deemed a rogue state; is it now undergoing a process of  



                   

 

  
 

 

rehabilitation as a regional superpower, with its interests and area of influence duly noted by the 

international community? Or is the agreement a convenient means for containing Iran — which 

has to abide by its terms to avoid the re-instatement of sanctions? If it is the former, why does 

Iran continue to be subject to hindering restrictions at multiple levels? And if it is the latter, why 

does the international community seem to turn a blind eye to Iranian maneuvers pushing beyond 

the confines of the agreement? What is the impact of the JPoA on the credibility of the United 

States in the Arab Middle East? Washington had been less than forthcoming about its secret 

negotiations with Iran, and is even suspected by its regional partners of having conceded 

repeatedly to Iranian positions in order to insure its success. Can trust be restored? 

 

 

11:15 – 12:30 Khaled El Dakhil, political sociologist, author and columnist in al-Hayat 

newspaper, Saudi Arabia  

Mohamed Marandi, Professor at the University of Tahran, political  

analyst and expert on American studies and  post-colonial literature 

David Schenker, Director of the Program on Arab Politics at the 

Washington Institute, Washington DC 

 

 Discussion 

12:30 – 12:45 Coffee Break 

 

Second Session: Russia in Syria: A New Cold War or an Implicit Delegation? 

Moderator: Joseph Maila 

 

Is the determination shown by Russia in Syria driven by the vacuum left by the United States’ 

reluctance to address the crisis, or is it reflective of a deliberate and strategic Russian policy 

aimed at safeguarding its longer-term interests? Is the US position an indication of weakness or 

indifference while Russia exhibits resolve? Or is the room made available to Russia in Syria a 

deliberate delegation on the part of the US, resulting from Russia’s willingness to engage in 

actions that Washington would not be able to adopt for political internal considerations? 

 

 

12:45 – 14:00  Irina Zvyagelskaya, Professor, Chief research, Institute of Oriental 

Studies, Moscow 

 Anwar El Buni, human rights lawyer in Syria, co-founder of the Syrian 

Human Rights Association 

Frédéric Charillon, Professor of political science at the University of 

Auvergne, France  

 

 Discussion 

14:00 – 15:00              Lunch Break : keynot speaker,Michel Duclos, President of Académie 

Diplomatique Internationale in Paris  



                   

 

  
 

 

Third Session: The Crisis of the Arab State: Is External Intervention the Cause or the 

Cure? 
Moderator: Dorothée Schmidt, Head of the Turkey/M.E. Program, IFRI.  

 

Many Western observers have noted the paradoxical character of the Arab complaint about US 

policy: Washington is criticized and condemned for intervening when it does, and equally 

criticized and condemned for its absence when it does not. What has been the responsibility of 

the United States, together with Russia, France, the United Kingdom, and other Western powers, 

in the current degeneration of the Arab state? From Iraq to Libya, external interventions have 

shaped outcomes, but have they been aimed at rescuing the state or at safeguarding interests at 

the detriment of the state? 

 

15:00–16:15  Alberto Fernandez, Vice-President of the Middle East Media Research                               

   Institute, Washington DC 

 Laith Kubba, Senior Director, MENA, National Endowment for 

Democracy, Washington DC 

Hassan Mneimneh 

 

 Discussion 

 

Thursday, May 18
th

 

Fourth Session: Beyond Reasonable Capacity: The Future of Lebanon and the Burdens of 

the Syrian War 

Moderator: Sam Menassa, MdF Executive Director  

 

Two readings on the effect of the Syrian crisis on Lebanon are in competition. The first argues 

that Lebanon as a free sovereign state no longer exists with the dispatching by Iran of a major 

Lebanese party for military engagement in the Syrian war in support of the regime, as well as 

with the influx of Syrian refugees into the country — both factors rendering national borders 

meaningless. The second argues that Lebanon is maintained as a mandatory oasis amidst the 

regional collapse, as a result of international will for its survival as well as the robustness of its 

official and civil institutions. Which of the readings is more reflective of reality, and how to 

protect Lebanon from the regional decay? 

 

 

10:00 – 11:15 Lina Khatib , Head of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 

Program at Chatham House, UK 

Antoine Hadad , University Professor, Political Activist, Lebanon 

Mona Fayad , University Professor and Writer, Lebanon 

  .  

Discussion 

11:15 – 11:30 Coffee break 



                   

 

  
 

Fifth Session: States of War: Perspectives of Resolution or Continuation of Decay in Syria, 

Iraq, Yemen, and Libya 

Moderator: Hassan Mneimneh 

 

What are the prospects of a military solution in the states with open warfare? Are political 

solutions credible alternatives? Will the current pain experienced by the region yield the gain of a 

new Arab political order, or is it merely the first phase of a longer-term Somalization? Are there 

lessons learned that will help shape the emergence of a new Arab state, or will the autocratic 

patriarchal order reconstitute itself once the power of societies at demanding its reform is 

depleted? How can previous experiences, notably the Balkans, inform the thinking about the 

future of the region in the new global context? 

 

 

11:30 – 13:00 Sami Aoun 

Amr Hamzawy, Senior Associate, Middle East Program, Carnegie 

Endowment for International Peace, Washington DC 

   Ivan Vejvoda, Permanent Fellow, Institute of Human Sciences, Vienna 

Guido Steinberg, Senior Associate, German Institute for International and 

Security Affairs 

 

 Discussion and Closing Remarks 

 

13:00   Lunch  


