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Discussing whether the political system in Lebanon can cross towards the 
Rule of Law requires a deep analysis of the working mechanisms of this system 
and the main obstacles that hindered the establishment of the Rule of Law 
according to the democratic, constitutional and administrative criteria.  
Analyzing the problematic relation between the sectarian system and the 
need for a democratic change calls us to determine the status of the Rule of Law 
amidst the need for the democratic option and the risk of going back to the pattern 
of the disguised religious State in light of the survival of the sectarian system, and 
to determine the position of sectarianism in the structure of the modern national 
State based on the sovereignty of law.  

 
Therefore, there is a need to compare the sectarian system concept to the modern 
State concept that adopts democracy and calls for the promotion of human rights, 
basic freedoms, and the values of citizenship as well as political and legal equality. 

Does the sectarian system concept carry a negative meaning in itself or does it 
represent a democratic framework in which all religious communities can be 
represented on the political level? 

What brings us to analyze the problematic relation between the sectarian system 
and the legislative activity, as well as the problematic relation between the 
sectarian system and the public administration also brings us to tackle what is 
called “sectarian discrimination in employment” in public service and to measure 
to which extent is this action compliant with the process of building the Rule of 
Law. 



                                                                                                                                                                                           

Building the State in Lebanon and crossing towards the Rule of Law is a process 
linked to exterior factors that can impede the project of State building or that 
might, on the opposite, help to achieve this process. 

The projects of “active States” in the Middle East region can exert a lot of pressure 
on Lebanon to annex it to regional axes or to transform it to a “Satellite” country. 
Yet in other cases these external factors could also help building the State as an 
example of balance between several regional axes, conventions or alliances. 

In light of the interests of these countries, there is a need to determine the relation 
between Lebanese parties and regional powers, and the impact these relations have 
on the process of building the Lebanese State. 

 
 
 
09:00 – 09:30 Arrival and registration 
 
09:30 – 10:00 Opening remarks 

 
10:00 – 11:30   Session 1: Constitutional and Legal Obstacles 
 

Moderator: Dr. Antoine Atallah 
 

10:00 – 10:15 Ghaleb Ghanem 
Constitutional obstacles that impede building the Rule of law in 
Lebanon 

 
10:15 – 10:30 Issam Suleiman  
What are the legal obstacles preventing Lebanon from crossing 
towards the State of law? 

 
10:30 – 10:45 Ziad Baroud 
Obstacles within the electoral law preventing Lebanon from 
crossing towards the Rule of Law 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                           

10:45 – 11:30 Discussion 
 
11:30 – 11:45 Coffee Break 
 
 

 
 
11:45 -   1:15 Session 2 - Challenges of the Sectarian System and the 
Legislations 

 
Moderator: Dr. Ali Rammal 

 
11:45 – 12:00 George Korm 
The problematic relation between the sectarian system and the 
need for a democratic change 

 

12:00 – 12:15 Khaled Kabbani 
The problematic relation between the sectarian system and the 
public administration 

12:15 – 12:30 Salah Huneine  
The problematic relation between the sectarian system and 
legislative activity 

12:30 – 01:15 Discussion 
 
 
01:15 – 02:30 Lunch  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                                                                           

 
 
2:30 -   4:00  Session 3: Geopolitical Challenges 
 

Moderator: Dr. Georges Sadaka 
 
2:30 – 2:45 Sami Aoun 
How are the connections of Lebanese parties reflected on the 
avidity of regional players and their expansion plans?  

 
2:45 – 3:00 Rachid Derbas   
Can Lebanese parties gather around a unified vision for 
Lebanon’s foreign policy? 

 
3:00 – 3:15  Ali Fayad 
The State’s project versus the interests of regional States 

 
3:15 – 4:00  Discussion 
 


