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Concept note 

As Lebanon prepares for a much-delayed parliamentary elections this 

spring, much focus and speculations will focus on the role of  9 young 

generations of voters who despite attaining the eligible voting age of 21 

(since 2009, the last time Lebanon held parliamentary elections) have 

yet to vote for Parliament.  

 

Naturally, youths are a vital catalyst of change and socio-economic 

development, as any investment in them is investing in the future of the 

country. Realistically however, the youth have been either unable or 

reluctant to defy the current political establishment.  

 

In part, Lebanon’s sociological configuration-- where until further 

notice, ultimate loyalty remain sub-national, i.e. communal, and ultimate 

identity remains religious -- seem to have relegated the youth to subjects 

as opposed to citizens, where their basic rights are accessed through the 

mediation of a communal powerbroker rather than on account of their 

citizenship. 

 

The byproducts of such a reality are plentiful and have contributed to a 

general feeling of civil apathy among the younger generations who 

grapple between lack of economic and political opportunities at once; 

political alienation if they associate outside the mainstream, 

unemployment at a staggering 36% among youth— double the global 

youth unemployment rate to name a few.   

 

 



                   

 

  

 

 

 

The following paper will explore the following questions and try to 

come up with a series of concrete policy recommendations for all 

relevant parties and stakeholders. 

 

- Where does the Lebanese youth figure in Lebanon’s political life? 

 

- How is the current generation, generation Z, different (thinking, 

practice and outlooks) than generations X and the millennials? 

 

- Are the youthpassive recipients of an ill-performing confessional 

political system; or are they true believers in a modern civic state? 

 

- Are there any avenues for optimism? 

 

- Are the elite among them, a class or a community of its own that 

has trespassed communal boundaries? Do the Lebanese youth 

share any affinity with their counterparts in the MENA region?(we 

will use empirical data on this matter) 

 

- Can one speak of a youth vision for the country and are the youth 

involvement in Lebanon’s civil society a last line of defense and/or 

catapult toward change? 


