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Executive Summary 

Since its re-launch in 2014, Maison du Futur (MdF) has dedicated much of its meetings to the issue 
of state-building in the Arab world, focusing on questions of social integration and identity. In doing so, it 
has taken a particular interest in the affairs of Arab religious and ethnic minorities, noting that MdF does not 
believe in using the terms minority and majority to portray cultural diversity, but rather strives to enshrine 
the principle of citizenship, under which all groups with different religious and ethnic affiliations can blend. 
The careful attention given to this topic reflects the centrality of a new and very urgent phenomenon, 
namely, the increasing importance of sub-national forms of identity consciousness at the expense of national 
affiliation. This manifests itself today in the Arab countries through sharp and oftentimes violent schisms 
between different groups, along with a virulent repression of minorities, especially Christians. 

Prospects of Christianity surviving in its birthplace, the Middle East, appear grim, as the past decade 
has been catastrophic for the Arab world's beleaguered Christian minority. 

In Egypt, both the revolution and counter-revolution have been accompanied by a series of anti-Copt 
riots, killings and church burnings. In Gaza, the West Bank and Jerusalem, Palestinian Christians are 
emigrating en masse as they find themselves uncomfortably caught between Netanyahu's pro-settler 
government and their increasingly radicalized Sunni neighbors. 

In Syria, although Christians -who constitute approximately 10% of the population-, are not engaging 
in the war, they have been victims of atrocities such as rape and murder. Many have already fled to camps in 
Lebanon, Turkey or Jordan. The rooted Armenian community of Aleppo is reported to be moving en masse 
to Yerevan. 

In Iraq, at least two-thirds of Iraqi Christians have fled since the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime; 
ISIS control over substantial urban, rural, and desert territory in the country led to - possibly - the largest 
exodus of Middle Eastern Christians, with the entire Christian community of Mosul heading off towards 
Kirkuk and the relatively tolerant Kurdish zone.  

Despite the fact that Jordan has long been one of the most liberal countries in the region in terms of 
religious freedom, there is a great fear that the tide turns for Christians with the rise of Islamic extremism 
and the emergence of destabilizing factors with increasing economic, political and religious pressures 
resulting from hosting large groups of refugees, mostly from Iraq and Syria.  

In Lebanon, Christians who have always played a powerful role in government are now increasingly 
serving as a buffer between Sunni and Shia. Lebanon has always been a good weather vane for Mideast 
trends: The ruling formula that the country has adopted for so many years is crumbling, strained by the 
growing Sunni/Shia war raging in neighboring Syria, leaving the fate of Lebanese Christians unknown. The 
latter warily eye events across the border, where Syrian and Iraqi Christians are being slaughtered for their 
faith by various jihadi groups. 
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The decline of Christianity in the Middle East did not begin with ISIS and the rise of Islamic 
extremism or with the horrors in Syria or Iraq, but with the failure of establishing nation-states, with the state 
failing to represent the broader spectrum of religions, sects, and ethnicities, with economic constraints, with 
persecution, discrimination and authoritarian politics. In fact, minority issues (or non-Muslim Arab citizens 
and non-Arab citizens) first came to prominence with the building of the modern Arab nation-state, and 
discrimination against minorities has been a constant throughout the region’s recent history. On the other 
hand, it should be noted that there is a Christian retreat from performing a national role, which requires the 
search for the reasons behind this retreat. 

Despite sizeable Christian populations holding on in Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt, there is likely to be 
little place for Christian Arabs in a Middle East rebuilt on intolerant ideologies like that of ISIS. 

So where does this leave Middle Eastern Christians in a region rebuilt on intolerant ideologies?  

La “Maison du Futur”, The Middle East Council of Churches, “Wilfried Marten's Centre for 
European Studies and “Al Quds Centre” intend to hold a meeting aiming to discuss the future of Christians 
in the Middle East. The conference will bring together 100 political activists, intellectuals, and clerics from 
Jordan, Egypt, Iraq, Syria, Palestine and Lebanon. 

 

Conference Objectives 

The conference general objectives encompass the following:  

- Encourage debate on the notion of nation-state and its importance in building a comprehensive and 
satisfactory mode of citizenship that transcends individual ethnic, sectarian and religious affiliations. 

- Detect major legal and legislative defects that discriminate against Christian communities in some 
Arab countries and undermine their status as citizens, depriving them of full political participation in their 
countries.  

- Dissipate the myth depicting Christian Arabs as a homogenous group with extensive trans-national 
bonds to the West and understand that minorities are not foreigners, let alone spies, but authentic, patriotic 
citizens of their home countries. 

-Shed light on the leading role played by Christians in this region throughout history, especially in 
shaping its civilization and culture.  

- Dissipate the myth that safeguarding minorities in the Arab World can’t be achieved but under 
authoritarian regimes or under an alliance among minorities. 

- Cast light on the importance of enhancing the Muslim-Christian dialogue.   

- Combat the Takfiri and Salafist discourse that rejects Christian Arabs and targets them politically 
and morally. 

 
 


