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Overview 

 
Lebanon is a nation caught between not one, but multiple stools: It reflects the 

geostrategic struggles of the region like no other nation of the Middle East. The 

last decade has shown a build-up towards a confrontation in Lebanon between 

the multiple states endorsing their interest in the Cedar nation, such as Saudi 

Arabia, Israel, Iran, the U.S. and Russia. When analyzing Lebanon’s position in 

foreign policy, looking at one state always falls short: Lebanon finds itself amidst 

alliances that are trying to tilt the fragile balance to their favor. What are the 

possibilities and implications for Lebanon, if it shifts further towards one 

alliance? Strategic savvy from Iran and its allies, coupled with missteps and lack 

of consistent attention from Saudi Arabia and the United States, has already 

caused a noticeable further drift of Lebanon, as a policy towards a closer 

alignment with the so-called Resistance Axis. The American government’s 

repeated addressing of Hezbollah in the last months, including the state visit by 

Pompeo, however, imply that the US is increasing its attention towards Lebanon.  

 

Amidst the dominant confusion, MdF proposes to hold the second in a series of 

three simulation meetings, alongside the “Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, Beirut 

Office”, under the title: “Lebanon on a Tightrope Act: Balancing the Influence of 

Competing Alliances”. 

 

The meeting intends to examine the consequences of a drift of Lebanon towards 

one alliance, in order to evaluate the interactions in the positions of stakeholders 

in the case of this eventuality. Whether such a slide may trigger additional 

attempted push or pull actions from the various contenders to influence is 

largely a dialectic process that the meeting will attempt to envision based on the 

established formula of the three scenarios (best case, worst case, most probable 

case), herein applied for each stakeholder as maximalist demand, minimalist 

demand, and most likely demand. The point of departure of the seminar is the 



                   

 

                                                                 
 

 

assumption that the drift to the Resistance Axis has occurred, with the meeting 

exploring the possible subsequent evolution. 

 

The seminar will consist of 2 sessions 90 minutes to two-hour session, including a 

coffee break and will be followed by a discussion lunch. It will yield one policy 

paper detailing the scenarios, their implication, and providing suggestions for 

course of action on the part of local, regional and international actors.  

 

 

 

 


