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“Global Policies on Countering Extremism: Lessons 

Learned from Syria and Iraq” 

 
Your Excellency, Mr. President 

Distinguished experts, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

On behalf of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, I would like to start 

by thanking Maison du Futur, Your Excellency, President Amine 

Gemayel, and the Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies, 

dear Panagiotis Tasiopoulos, for your outstanding efforts and 

contribution in realizing this conference. We are very proud to 

have both of your valuable organizations as our long-standing 

partners –in the past and in the future. Thank you for this fruitful 

cooperation! 

 

I am very delighted to welcome you, distinguished experts and 

guests, alongside my colleagues to this conference on the very 

timely and pressing issues of countering extremism in Iraq, Syria 

and worldwide. An issue to which we at  KAS would like to 

contribute. As a Think Tank closely allied to the German CDU-

party of Chancellor Angela Merkel, we promote democracy, good 

governance, human rights, the rule of law through our more than 

90 offices worldwide. We foster dialogue between policy-makers, 



actors from the private sector, and civil society. And by bringing 

together people who embrace their societal responsibility, we 

promote the establishment of professional networks and the 

exchange of innovative ideas to tackle current problems.  

 
I am delighted that leading researchers and experts, such as you 

are, accepted our invitation to come to Beirut and share your 

knowledge. We warmly welcome you and are very much looking 

forward to your inisights, opinions and enriching discussions. We 

sincerely hope that through the exchange of ideas today, new 

ideas are sparked and angles are explored for the future.  

 

As the global community is far from having eradicated radical 

terrorist organizations, innovative approaches and new 

perspectives are desperately needed. Despite the best efforts of 

the global community, the threat from ideologically driven 

movements remains continuously present in the MENA region and 

around the world. After the territorial defeat of the so-called 

Islamic State, the security landscape changed: The fall-back of 

ISIS into underground operations, and the advancing global 

dispersion of its radical ideology presents an ever-growing danger 

to our societies, our freedom, our values, and principles. The 

Islamic State today, in an era where terrorist organizations are 

learning from each other, is still a dynamic organization with well-

working networks and financial resources. The present challenge 



is now predicting and countering those threats combined with 

holistic measures such as the de-radicalization and reintegration 

of those who lived under the rule of extremists.  Building on 

experiences from Iraq and Syria, we need to rethink extremism, 

radicalization, and the (so-called) “Global War on Terror”! 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, today our experts will start by 

discussing the overall policies to countering terrorism in the MENA 

region from different international angles; we will continue by 

contrasting different tools and methods to approach the issue of 

radicalization. And finally, we will end by investigating the nexus 

between radicalization and terrorism. Closing with this, I wish you 

all an intellectually simulating, rich and fruitful debate. 

Thank you. 

- Now, I would like to pass the floor to our first introductory 

expert panel on “Countering Terrorism in the MENA Region” 

moderated by our very own Vanessa Hungeling - 


