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Dear Excellency President Amine Gemayel,
Excellencies, distinguished guests, dear friends,

On behalf of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, it is my great pleasure to
welcome you to this exceptional gathering marking fifty years of Maison
du Futur. We are honored to join partners, intellectuals, scholars,
policymakers, and civil society leaders in celebrating an institution that has
played a remarkable role in Lebanon’s intellectual and political life.

For half a century, Maison du Futur—founded by President Amine
Gemayel—has embodied a courageous and forward-looking vision:
creating a space where Lebanese, regional, and international thinkers can
come together to reflect on the challenges of their time and imagine
pathways for a more stable, sovereign, and pluralistic Lebanon. At a
moment when the country was entering a period of profound uncertainty,
this initiative stood out as an act of trust in dialogue, ideas, and strategic
foresight. We extend our deepest appreciation to President Gemayel for
this enduring contribution.

From the very beginning of KAS’ work in Lebanon, Maison du Futur has
been one of our closest and most valued partners. All my predecessors
have greatly appreciated the depth of exchange and the spirit of
cooperation fostered by President Gemayel and his team. It is a privilege
for me to continue this legacy and to renew our longstanding partnership
at this important milestone.

Over the decades, our collaboration has produced conferences, studies,
and policy dialogues that have enriched Lebanon’s public discourse and
provided platforms for evidence-based reflection. MdF has consistently
offered a unique environment where national questions can be examined
in their regional and global context — an approach fully aligned with the
values and mission of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung.



Today, as Lebanon faces one of the most challenging and consequential
periods in its modern history, our shared commitment to constructive
dialogue is more essential than ever. The country confronts political
fragmentation, economic collapse, and deep institutional erosion. Yet
Lebanon continues to demonstrate resilience, creativity, and a vibrant civil
society. These strengths give us reason to believe that renewal is possible
— provided that we confront realities honestly and work collectively
toward sustainable solutions.

| would like to thank all contributors, speakers, and participants for joining
us here in Bikfaya and for enriching this anniversary event with your
expertise and perspectives. Your engagement is a vital part of our shared
effort to help Lebanon navigate the path ahead.

| wish you all a productive and inspiring conference.



