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Abstract of intervention 
 
This intervention will attempt to identify several aspects of a national comprehensive strategy regarding 
refugees. 
 
Refugees have reached a level of vulnerability never attained in their five years in Lebanon. Their 
situation will continue to deteriorate sharply unless a shift is operated at the level of policies and 
international aid so as to secure their basic survival and preserve social cohesion. A medium term 
approach is needed until it becomes possible for refugees to go home in safety and dignity. 
 
How should the stay of refugees be regulated? 
 
The presentation will examine the pros and cons of a camp approach as well as the importance for 
refugees to stay legally in the country during their exile. 
 
§ While camps allow for a concentration of services and are less costly to the aid community, they 

may overtime contribute to a sense of assistance dependency, loss of confidence and can thereby 
at times delay solutions. 
 

• Today about half of the Syrian refugees have not been able to renew their residency permits and are 
therefore staying illegally. Ensuring that refugees can regularly renew their temporary residency 
benefits not only the refugees themselves and their sense of safety, it is also an issue of sovereignty 
and provides critical and constantly updated information for local administration to plan services, for 
law enforcement authorities and for aid agencies to organize their work and identify the most 
vulnerable in need of the most urgent support. 

 
Should refugees have access to livelihoods? 
 

Since the London conference on Syria in February 2016, there has been a debate over the 
issue of access to work for refugees in Jordan, Turkey and Lebanon and whether this reflected 
a drive for refugees to be integrated locally or even naturalized.  The presentation will review 
this issue, examining current regulations in Lebanon.  

 
What solutions should there be to the current refugee situation? 
 

There are three solutions to refugee situations in international law, namely voluntary repatriation, 
local integration and resettlement to a third country.   The presentation will review their applicability 
in the context of Lebanon.  Resettlement to third countries is so far the only solution underway, while 
local integration has not been made available by the Lebanese authorities and is therefore not 
pursued.  Conditions are not yet deemed conducive for voluntary repatriation to Syria to happen in 
safety and dignity, although this will ultimately be the main solution for Syrian refugees in Lebanon. 
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1. Biography Mireille Girard 
 
Mireille Girard has served as Representative for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in Lebanon since July 2015. Prior to taking up her assignment in Lebanon, she served as 
Representative for UNHCR in Thailand and South Sudan. 
 
Mireille’s career in UNHCR spans over 22 years and includes 
a range of functions both at UNHCR Headquarters in Geneva 
and in country operations on the Asian, African, European and 
Middle Eastern continents. Mireille specializes in international 
protection and emergency humanitarian responses. 
 
Mireille Girard graduated in Public International Law, Political 
Sciences, and Asian Studies. She speaks French, English, 
Chinese and Spanish. 
 
Functions with UNHCR: 
 
July 2015 – Present Representative, UNHCR Representation in Lebanon 
 
Feb. 2013 – June 2015 Representative, UNHCR Representation in Thailand 
 
2011 – Jan. 2013 Representative, UNHCR Representation in South Sudan 
 
2010 – 2011 Deputy Representative, UNHCR Sub-Office in Juba, Sudan 
 
2007 – 2010 Chief, Protection Capacity Section, Division of International Protection, UNHCR 

Headquarters, Geneva 
 
2007 DRC Emergency: Senior Protection Coordinator, Kivu, Democratic Republic of 

Congo 
 
2005 – 2007 Head of Sub-Office for Northern Sri Lanka, Vavuniya, Sri Lanka 
 
2001 – 2004 Senior Repatriation Officer, UNHCR Representation in Myanmar 
 
1997 – 2001 Desk Officer, Bureau for Asia and the Pacific, UNHCR Headquarters, Geneva 
 
1999  Kosovo Emergency: Protection and Field Coordinator, Kukes, Northern Albania 
 
1997 Rwanda Emergency: Protection Screening Officer, Kisangani, Zaire 
 
1993 – 1997 Protection Officer, UNHCR Representation in the People’s Republic of China 
 
 
 


